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"THE SACRAMENTO DAYLIGHT" as snapped by 
Dave J. Welch at Lodi on June 2, 1946, 
with engine 4365, 4682, on the head- 


end. Atlantic 3001 has since taken over. 





Vol. 9, Noe 9 August-September, 1946 








Now that the war is Over a great num- 
ber of the locomotives pressed into wartime 
service are being sold to junk dealers for 
resale, or as time goes by and they are not 
sold, are scrapped. 

Acting on the tip of a friend we located 
three venerable “army” jobs reposing in a 
junk yard. One has probably served on 
more California short lines than any other 
engine in existence, and even now her 
career is not over. For who knows but what 
she may again soon gtace some road's ros- 
ter. Many of you have already guessed that 
I am speaking of State Belt No. 4, Modesto 
& Empire Traction No. 5, A. D. Schrader 
No. 5, Permanente Corp. No. 400, and so 
on down the line till she wound up as U. 
S. Army 6956. 

But what really led us to the yard was 
the fact that a Shay was there also. And so 
she was. None other than former Yosemite 
Sugar Pine No. 4. The grates and bottom 
were gone from her firebox, her rods and 
crankshaft were missing, but somehow I 
hope that I'll run across her again pulling 
a log drag out of the woods. 

Two other locomotives were there. The 
Sacramento Valley & Eastern has followed 


On Railroads, and Stuff... . 


many California short roads out of exist- 
ence, though it had been idle for a number 
of years previous to its burial by the lake 
Shasta Dam formed. Their one-spot was a 
former S.P. 4-4-0 that had-long ago been 
abandoned. However, their No. 2, a Bald- 
win 2-6-2T, was retrieved by the General 
Equipment Co. When I last saw her prev- 
iously she was working at Logan for the 
Granite Rock Co. while their No. 9 under- 
went repairs. But now this 2-6-2T is rusting 
her heart out again in storage. 

The last engine in the yard was a sur- 
prise to us. And very much so, too. A 4-6-0, 
it carried the number 152 on the cab, a 
1920 Baldwin plate, and Alaska Railroad 
lettered on the tender. But it wasn’t until 
our inspection was nearly complete that 
we realized it was a narrow gauge locomo- 
tive! And I had always been given to un- 
derstand the Alaska Railroad was standard 
gauge—and still believe so. Maybe someone 
can help me on this. 

What this all goes to prove is that junk 
yards will again bear watching as they did 
in those hey-days from 1935 to 1940 when 
everything scrappable preceded us to Japan. 

Jack Gibson 





Plans are now going forth for the September meeting of 
the Northern California Railroad Club to be held on the §.P. 


locals 74 and 167 ciroling the lower 


The Saturday even- 


ing of the 2ist has been set as the apeting date. 
The 29th of september has been set as the postponed date 


for the BAER at yy “oh een or. n A... ee 
eda e" on Munic 
yo the ceoeaal aur "gan Francisco" whibh 


August 26th. 
Railway September lst 


inally scheduled for 


due to the limited capacity of the former school car was by 


invitation. 


An opportunity to tour the upper bay has been discovered 


by pon Gunn. Eve 
steamer "Issaquah" 


other Sunday from September Sth the 
eaves the foot of Georgia street in 


Vallejo at 11 A.M. for a tour of the Napa River, Car 


Straits and Suisun Bay includi 


quines 
the "ship graveyard". The 


excursion costs $1.66 and is well worth it, Don reports. 


A very interesting book titled “anatomy 
Francisco Cable Car" by Frank Parker has been issued b 
informative without historical ba 
to those walkBing to know the how and why. 


ford Press. Purel 
the book will appe 


of the San 
Stan- 
yhoo 


A group of local railfans headed by Eldon Lucy, who was 
stationed at Salt Lake City during the war, have purchased 
the Salt Leke & Utah observation car #761 and will bring it 


to the coast for restoration and preservation. 


It is under- 


stood that the Sacramento Northern is furnishing accomodations 
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at ite Chico yards for the project. 
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My Favorite Rail- Photo 


from the collection of Jack Whitmeyer 





Jack Whitmeyer snapped this one in San Timentio Canyon 
near Redlands on the Southern Pacific. While snapping s.P. 
views Jack was suprised to see this 0-6-0 switcher running 
light on the main line. she turned out to be "Central 
Sanalona, SeA." Number 9--formerly State Belt Railroad 9 
at San Francisco. Like her sister engine, number ll, the 
9 has also been sold to the South American road. The 
lettering may be a misspelling of the Mexican state of 
"Sinaloa", but otherwise the destination is unknown. 


SAN FRANCISCO TRANSIT NOTES 
Renumbering of the conflicting 100 and 200 

series has started with Market Street Railway 100's 
becoming Municipal Railway 400's and Market 200's 
becoming Municipal 600's. Market 201 and 265 have 
already become 601 and 665 respectively. While 
the rest of the Market 1200's have been recieving 

the blue and yellow coloring, 1225 has been painted the new 

green and cream. The 25 line has been running in two halves 

due to the same sewer construction that has disrupted the 

22 and J lines. ‘TMe Potrero corporation yard has been 

equipped with trolley wire for the E line trolley coaches 

which are expected by the first of the year. The new trans- 

fers have gone into use though the old transfers will be 

issued until the supply is exhausted. The California 

Street Cable Railwoad has been granted the same rate schedule 

as the Municipal System by the Railroad Commission. 

-- "Railfans Report" 
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RENUMBERING OF PASSENGER AND FREIGHT DIESELS 
August 1946. 





UNION PACIFIC OWNERSHIP 


New No. Old No. Serial No. 
951-A 5M-1-A 893 
952-B 5M-2-B 894 
953-A 7M-1-A 1136 

954-A TN=2-A 1137 

955-A 8M-1-A 1138 
956-A 8M-8-A 1139 
957-A QM-1-A 1140 
958-A 9M-8-A 1141 
959~A 10H-1-a 3504 (New) 
960-A 10M-2-A 3505 " 
961-B 2N-3-B 3510 ° 
962-B @M-3-B 3511 sg 
963-B 9M-3-B 3512 " 


Fairbanks—Morse 


981-A 50M-1-A L-1060-27789 

982~A 50M-2-A L-1061~27790 

983-B 50M-3-B L-1062~27791 
BALDWIN 

994-A --- (New) 

995-A -- . 


M-10002, CD-5, CD-06, CD-O7 will remain as numbered.- A after no. 
indicates from end unit. B indicates seonndary unit. 


All E.M.C. Diesels except those that are 
indicated different. 


Napa Valley electric motor 99 has be 
eae oy ene Brazil. -- Interurbens ities 
Copper pany of Bingham, Utah, has placed 
order with General Electric for seven 125-ton, 3,000 Ae 
ee electric locomotives. -- Interurbans . 

a © & Utah Railroad, which was recently gr 
poenseaten to abandon, has put up industrial james ie 
rhe id and the Bamberger Railroad was high on a section 
4 Salt Lake City while the D&RGW was high for trackage 

Nn Provo, Spanish Fork, Springville and Orem.-Interurbars 
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U.P.-C.& N.W.-S.P. Ownership U.P. - C.& N.W. Ownership 
New No. Old No. Serial No. New No. Old No. Serial No, 
901-A SF-1 744 921-A LA-1 741 
902-B SF~2 745 922~B LA-2 742 
903-B SF-35 746 923~B LA-3 743 
904A SF~4 1175 924-A LA-4 1172 
905-B SF=5 1176 925—B LA-5 1173 
906-B SF-6 1177 926-B LA-6 1174 
907=A SF-7 (New) 3509 927~A LA-7 (New) 3506 
908~B SF-8 ® 3515 928-B LA-8 8 3513 
909-~B SF-9 a 3516 929~B LA-9 « 3514 
930-A ~ e 3507 
931-A ~ 8 3508 
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Shipyard Train 


Museum Bound 


(U here lt Belonged All the Time) 





lembers of Railway and Locomotive Historical Society shown with “Old 501.” one of the shipyard railway trolley 
cars which will be placed in museum. Left to right: Daniel O. McKellips, Oakland, retired engineer; G. H. Kneiss, 
vice president of Society, and J. H. Kemble, member of Pomona College faculty. 


HE FATE of at least two of the 78 New York 

elevated cars which have been standing at Yard 
Three since the shipyard railway shut down was de- 
cided the other day when they were run out under their 
own power, destined for the future museum of the 
Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, Pacific 
Coast chapter. 

Immediate reaction of thousands of Richmond em- 
ployes who used to ride the “rattlers” from 40th and 
San Pablo out to the yards probably will be: “They 
should have been in a museum all along.” 

Not without some justice. The cars were pretty 
shaky and the tracks on which they ran didn’t provide 
a smoothest roadbed possible. They were noisy and 

irty. 

Yet they did a job. At a time when transportation 
was needed badly, when workmen were coming into 
the yards by the thousands with only a part of them 
having cars or pool rides, the “El” cars assisted greatly 
to relieve the transportation problem. 

The cars had a lot of history behind them when they 
were taken out of retirement in New York, shipped to 


the West Coast and were overhauled for a new career. 

According to G. H. Kneiss, resident vice president 
of the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, 
they were built in the eightics and were operated for 
many years as ordinary chair cars on a steam railway. 
Then they were made over into electric cars with the 
addition of motors—this was something like 40 years 
ago—and placed in service on New York’s elevated 
lines. 

When the cars were brought West by the Maritime 
Commission they were turned over to the Key System, 
which overhauled motors and continued to operate 
them throughout the war years. 





Enclosed item on Shipvard cars is taken 
from “Fore'n’Aft, a publication of Kaiser 
Shipyards, Richmond 

Enjoy Western Railroader very much. 
Good work. 

J. D. Thiltgen 
1232 Monterey Ave., Berk. 











The MononRoute (CIL) cars 48, 52, 57 and 58 which were 
used on southern Pacific's Eldorado during the war have been 
returned--The §.P. steamer Sacramento has been withdrawn for 


repairs. 


The Sierra Nevada was placed back in service while 
the Eureka was undergoing its yearly inspection. 


The ex-sP 


Alameda which was used by the Navy has been decomissioned,. 
A new employee timetable size has been adopted by the SP. 


9" by 10-3/4". -- CNRES 
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SUMPTER VALLEY ASKS PERMISSION TO ABANDON 
Oregon's last common carrier narrow gauge, the three- 
foot Sumpter Valley Railway, operating sixty miles of line 
between Baker and Bates, has applied for abandonment. The 
road, owned by the Chisago Title & Trust Company, reports 
that a large amount of the timber along its line was cut 
during the war by the Forest Service. Timber hauling has 
in the past been the Sumpter Valley's main sorce of revenue, 
but it is now stated that insufficient stands remain to 
support the line. The management plans to retain facilities 
at Baker where connections are made with the Union Pacific 
to serve local mill, but all other trackage will be abandoned. 
Chartered in 1890,the Sumpter Valley had 22 miles of 
track laid a year later and was completed in 1911. Origin- 
ally the line extended 81 miles to Prairie City, but tracks 
were cut back to Bates in 1932. Passenger service was 
abandoned in 1939. 


Present equipment includes two 2-6-6-2 mallets and a 
slim-gauge diesel. still in use are 237 freight cars and 
33 miscellaneous cars. Until a few years ago the roster 
included five Alco mikes and a Baldwin ten-wheeler, all 
wood-burners with balloon stacks, but these have been dis- 
carded, at least one of the mikes page 3 gone to the white 
Pass & Yukon. The mallets, numbers 250 and 251, were acquir- 
ed from the now abandoned Uintah Railway in 1939. Built 
by Baldwin in 1926 and 1928, the mallets were originally 
coal-burning tank engines, but were converted to oil and 
given tenders by the Sumpter Valley. -- THE CROWN SHEET 


MORE 39 HOUR SCHEDULES ANNOUNCED TO CHICAGO 

The Santa Fe, Southern Pacific and Union Pacific have 
announced more frequent high-speed schedules between Calif- 
ornia and Chicago effective the latter part of September. 
The Santa Fe will operate its Super Chief and El Capiten 
streamliners every other day on alternate days to give daily 
39-3/4 hour service between Los Angeles and Chicago. 
Union Pacific and Southern Pacific have announced that their 
City of San Francisco and City of Los Angeles will be oper- 
ated three times per week hereafter instead of twice each 
week with the addition of another train on each run. Another 
streamliner is expected shortly on a 39-3/4 schedule via 
the Golden state Route of the Southern Pacific-Rock Island 
to make three competitive services out of Los Angeles. 


NEVADA COPPER BELT SEEKS ABANDONMENT 

The Nevada Copper Belt Railway has asked the Interstate 
Commerce Commission for authority to abandon its entire 28- 
mile line between Wabuska and Hudson, Nevada, stating that 
traffic does not pay operating costs. = 


SACRAMENTO NORTHERN TO GO DIESEL 

All-diesel operation of the Sacramento Northern Railway 
has been planned for the immediate future by the SN manage- 
ment and orders for diesel-electric motors have been placed. 
A like polocy for the Central California Traction has been 
decided, but satisfactory equipment is not yet available. 
A govermment diesel-electric USA 7202 was seen recently at 
Central California Traction's Sacramento barn at 17th and 
C streets. Ed Wrrer--Larry Harrison 
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SSNTA MARIA VALLEY OVERHAULS ENGINE 
Engine 125, 2-6-2, is now being given a major overhaul 
at the engine house in Santa Maria. Caboose 170 is sport- 
ing a new paint job. --=- Donald Sims 


SACRAMENTO CITY LINES ABANDONS THREE STREET CAR LINES 
Sacramento City Lines has abandoned street car operation 
on lines 3, 11 and 16. The steel cars have been assigned to 
lines 5 and 6, and the wooden cars have been stored. The 
former CCT cars have been jacked up, séripped and offered for 
sale. Cars 85 and 92 have been sold as have the Sacramento 
Northern birneys stored at 17th and C. -- Larry Harrison 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC LEASES UNION PACIFIC MALLETS 

A number of mallets which the Union Pacific acquired 
from the Baltimore & Ohio have been leased by the Southern 
Pacific for use on the Shasta Division. The mallets are 
2-8-8-0's and numbers 3513, 3533, 3558 and 3564 have been 
seen in operation. --- Dave Welch 


TECOPA RAILWAY ENGINE SCRAPPED 
The Tecopa Railway #1, 2-6-2T, was scrapped recently at 
the Santa Fe Yard at Barstow. The engine operated on a short 
line which connected with the Tonopah & Tidewater serving &he 
Tecopa Mine. Long out of service at Tecopa, the engine was 
hauled out to Ludlow when the Tonopah & Tidewater was torn up. 
--- P. Ce Katike 


YOSEMITE VALLEY RAILWAY SCRAPP™NC GOES ON. 

Number 235, 4-4 >, ls now hea the train for 
the scrappers. An 0~4-0 Plymouth diesel was brought 
in, but proved too iight for some of the grades. The 
Ae De Schrader Company has the contract to bhaar-up 
the wooden bridges and trestles after the rails are 
out. On the last mea of July the rail-head was 
about 2$ miles Southwest of Snelling. The headquarters are 
now at Merced and the train goes out daily to railhead. 

--- Stanley Snook 





NORTHWEST NOTES 

The Spokane International has scrapped its #23, a 2=8-0. 
The Potlatch Forests, Inc., will abandon its Logging railroad 
from Clarkia up Merry Creek about 15 miles. same 
has reopened its Camp 14 about 20 miles from the mill which 
was closed duringthe war while closer timber was cut. Union 
Pacific will again operate its "College Special" this fall to 
haul southern Idaho students to the University of Idaho at 
Moscow on September 16th. <= W. E. Thayer and Tom Kreutz 


SPRECKLES SUGAR BUYS DIESEL ENGINE 

The spreckles Sugar Company at Spreckles, a few miles 
southwest of Salinag, has acquired a diesel-electric locomotive 
which has been lettered mumber 1. The line is a switching 
road around the mill recieving suger beet cars from the South- 
ern Pacific. It has operated with two former §.P. 0-6-0's 
mmbers 1085 and first 1100 in the past. -- C-NRES 


The Yakima Transportation Gompany may abandon street car 








service in Yakima with abandonment of trackage on Yakima Ave, 
but freight service will continue if present negotiations are 
consumated. - Interurbans 

The old stern wheel San Francisco Bay and river steamer 
Wampus--ex-Napa City--was burned recently at San Francisco. 
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Virginia & Truckee R.R. is still running 
one mixed train each way daily between 
Reno and Minden. V & T is repainting and 
overhauling coach No. 18 and combination 
car No. 8 «pictured on page 35 of Lucius 
Boebe's “Highball”). No. 8 has the inserip- 
tion “Virginia & Truckee Club Car” painted 
above the windows. Man in the roundhouse 
says it will be used for festive occasions 
and celebrations. Engine No. 25 is painted 


black with red trimmings. According to 
herinabove mentioned man in roundhouse 
Shriners had intended taking train to S.F. 
for convention, but plan fell through, prob- 


v because the S.P. didn't care to have 






their main line cluttered up with a lot of 
wood uncerframe equipment. 

McKeen motor car is neatly tucked away 
in a little rea shed. and. as the man in- 
formed me. will probably not be used again. 


Runaway Freight Car 
Halted by ‘Miracles’ 


SAN BERNARDINO, June 20.—Breaking loose from a 
switching crew on the spur track of an industrial plant 
three miles north of San Bernardino, at the mouth of Cajon 
Pass, a runaway freight car roared through the city, over 
14 grade crossings and into the congested Santa Fe Railway 
yards before it was brought under control, 

The crew warned the control 
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tower in the San Bernardino rail 
yards, arid tower men reduced 
the boxcar’s speed from 70 to 50 
miles an hour by switching it 
over curves and rising ground 
before it entered the yards. 
Switches Thrown 

Warned of the approaching 
car by the telegraph operator at 
Ono, the switches were thrown 
that gave the car a clear line, 
some fractions of seconds ahead 
of its approach, The car shot 
by an eastbound passenger train 
at the Santa Fe station and west- 
ward through the yards. 

Hugh Donahue and Lowell 
Davis, engine hostlers, were han- 
dling a locomotive on the same 
track as the runaway car. Dona 
hue said he almost ‘stood the en- 
gine on end getting it running 
in the same direction as the cai 
and then using it as a bumpe 
to bring the runaway under con 
trol, 

Couplings on both the locomo 
tive and the bexcar were broken 
by the crash, but Donahue and 
Davis were not injured. 

Passengers disembarking 2 
the station suffered only a bad 
scare when the boxcar, rumbling 
and rocking from side to side, 
zipped past on the next track and 
sped on into the yards. 
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